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B DECLASSIFIED

1 Jenuary 1575 found USS BROOKE in her home port of Sen
Diego, Califorsis mrking preperatione for the up-coming Re-
fresher Training and Operational Propulsion Plant Examination:
DROORE, under command of COR Robert H, AILES entered Phase
I Refresher Training, a three week perfod a2 rigorous train-
ing 1in all aspects of shipboard operstions vith particular
cephasis on engineerfng. After succesoful’ completion of
hase 1 Rafresher Training BROOKE had served weeka impor: to
prepare for the OPPE (Operational Propulgies Plant Exemine—
tion) sn exacting thorough inspection iuto &1l aspects of the
Engineering Department including adminictracion, material, und
personnel performance.

The “Nusber 1 shoved her colors a week later during
the three day OPPE, S Macch7 Narch, vhea she becema one of
fhie fex ships ever to pass the Propulsion Exaninacion on the
Eivet try and vith lodsbie commente from the Board oo all
aspacts of the Eaginasring Depssment. BROOTE 41d not have o
chance to rest on het laurals for within day. she sncered
Fhase 11 Refrester Training vhich saphasicr) crainins in the
Veapons and Operations aspect of the ship. Afrer thice
of incensive training which included surface, ait and shore

. sunehoots, surface missile shot, ASROC. and. torpedo atcackn, .,
Submaine and eic tracking, uadervey repleaichmente, and a7
ayeiad of other shipbosrd events, the XFT vas climsxed tho
inat dey by a foll ncale Dattle Froblea aduinistersd by the
Kefresher Training Group. Upon completion of the Final Baile
Probles s critque was held on the messdecks and once apain
"Rumbar 1"'van lauded for har excellenc performance

How officiall ational member of the Third Pleat
BROOKE had two ves tested in a fleet exarciss,
COMTUEX, her first since entering the ohipyard a year and half
bofore.’ CONTUEX, a week-long multi-faceted exercise from 12
April to 18 April, shoved BROOKE was in fact ready to rejotn
the fleet. Her performance vas outstending.

Tollowing a couple weeks of upkeep in San Diego BROOKE
joined BAGLEY end COMDESRON THIRTY-ONE on an excurofon to

Gan Premcisco, BROOKE'S firat underway perfod with her mew
Squadron, conslated of a 7 day transit with cn extemsive cratu-
ing schedule and the time in San Francisco proved to be just ao
challenging an the tramsit. BROOKE moored at Treasure Islend
and held Open Howse and in tvo days emtertained over 5,000
“iettors.
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After retuning from San Peanetac 510ure sebh bl guet 100
uore major aapaction to completeNAL, Neclear Heapame Accepi-
“nce Taspection. Prior to the inepaction a Kaclear Weapons
Aisistant Team, NIAT, came abeord for Enfes daye 32 Nareh -
24'Nazeh, to assist the Weapoms Departaeat in ite preparations.
NUAT fali tho Ships organation and hanaling resn vere sownd
But made sone helpful supasstions sad the Rex: veek vae spent
iapicenting then and furthering training. Starcins 2 Jone
BROOKE vent throush thras daye of what is the Ravy s meat exact-
fng inspection - the NNAT. Ne deviation from ser procedures
ia"allowed and any mistaké of error found in orsaniration of
presedur 12 e to fadi s Thip. BROOKE ks eacly luties
Tfact. The dnrpection board Teported that the resuite of
e faspection vas ane of the bast they hed seen:

A woek in port San Diego following the NWAT, and BEOOKE se:
2811 for ome of the lergest sxcerciaes of the year, FLEETEX 2-7
17 June - 27 Jy TLEETEX 2-75 an exarcive of large scope scari-
1ng wich an cy sortie, au opposed rescricted tramsit, a
£011 scale open ocesn conflict, and ending a Nissilex that ue-
11ead she vary xealistic Mobile Sea Renge Concept. The FLEETHX
wes 4 very aetialactory learatsg expericace thac beges vi

\che fncensive tralulug scheduie at cae first of the year.

1 July found BEOOKE just as busy starting the second half
of the year as the £irst. One month remained prior to deploy-
meat and s multitude of items meeded to be resolved. During the
Firet two veeks the Squadron Commander conducted a Command Insrestion
ed for several assist visits to emsure that
BROOKE'S sdministration was up to standards and resdy for deploy-
ment. BROOKE vas ready. On 15 July 75 BROOKE departed for Seul

2ch for her WESTPAC ammunition Toadout. After compietion of

. BROOKE returned to

the 18ch with 150 addicional riders for s extremely successfu
dependents day cruive. This was a chance for the crew to show theis
£riends and loved ones whet they did on board and would be doing
for the next meven monthe. BROOKENEN, one and all, had a good
time. Not long after, mamy of these people would stand on
the pler kissing, waving and hugging good-bye as BROOKE set sa‘l
for tha Vestern Pacific. On 1 August BROOKE began the westvari
bound transit . BROOKE transited with USS BAGLEY, USS ROARK,
USS MASON, and CONDESEON THREE ONE. The tramsit was busy and full
of exerct 0n 9 August the four ships pulled 1nfo ye, , Berbor
ecarly in the moraing. That afterncon there was a chaaps of Coumané
Corenony and Captain P.A. LAUTERMILCH vas relleved by Captain
BROWN x Dastroyer Squadron THREE ONS. On 11 August the
four ships together wich USS PONCHATOULA (A0 148) were underves:
agala, BROOKE, ROARK and PONCHATOULA all arrived in Subic Bay.
. P., on the morning of the 25th of Augusc. BAGLEY and MASOR had
detached earlier fn the veek for Guam. This first short stop 4n
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Suble Buy wes francic, there vas an enormous smount of work to be
done aftes the transit. BROOKE wae scheduled for s major fleat
axercloe that was co commence 27 August the seme day she.vas ko
have her oun Change of Comnand Ceremony. On 27 August jusc tws daye
after arrivig in Subic Bay, LODE R. L. FREEILL rellsved CDR %.%.
AILES in comeand of USS BROOKE end immedlatoly got undervay there.
atier for READIEX 1-76. READIEE 1-76 was one of the most aophic-
tleated exercises BROOKE had partiipated to date. The exercioe
aoted eight days and included tvo carriors, two submarines and
numerous other ships and landbased aircraft. BROOKE was part of

the Blue forces and experienced & full multi-threat envirooment
coming in contact vith surface, subsurface, and aircraft actacks

by the opposing Orage forces. 'All these atracks and counter
attacks vere simulated. Immediately following READIEX 1-75,
MISSILEX 1-76 took place mear Poro Foiat in the South China'Ses.
MISSILEX 1-7€ wae & well-rua, very satisfylng exercise for BROG
Dones were flown &t the force simulating anti-ship missiles, on
each ship In turn was direct to counter attack the drome with &
wissile. With the telementry warhead independent observers were
then sble to tell how close the missile had come to the drone and
whether or not the shot ws usber Ona” had no meed
for the telemecry gear in two separate actempts on different
drones BROOKE nchieved direct hits knocking both drones out of the
sky. Upon complecion of the missile exercise BROOKE returned to
Subic Bay on 6 September for another short stay. On 9 Septexbe:
WOOKE_dsparted Subic Bay with ROARK to operste as plane guard

for USS HANCOCK (CV 19). BROOKE returmed to Subic Bay on 22
Soprember and entered dry dock two days later and commenced &
long avaited RAV. On 7 October BROOKE left drydock and remained
In Sublc Bay for the reat of the month with the exception of 16-17
October when the BROOKE was underway for local operations.

3 November found the BROOKE underway in the Subic Bay ares

for training and on 4 November she headed north for Okinaws er—
Fiving on 8 November. During the import scay of four dayo, most
Of the crew took sdvaarag of the chance to attend Okinava's Vorld
Bxpo. BROOKE wes yuderway on 12 November acted in the support
Fole for the Marines in & two day RECON exercise that gave our
boct crev sons valusble training. Upon completion of the exercise
BROOKE disembarked the Marine contingent aud headed back to Subic
arrivieg on the sevenceenth for two short days. MULTIPLEX 1-76
commenced on 19 November with BROOKE as a perticipant. NULTIPLEX
1-76 was & fleet exercise that vas held in a small ares to force
wore cocfrontations between the opposing forces. Volatile and fast
octing MULTIPLEX 1-76 vas an exciting learning experience for
BROORE. Immediately followiug on the tuenty-cthird and twenty-fourt
BROOKE participatad in her second WESTPAC Miseile exercise,
MISSLEX 276, Once agaln BROOKE'S miestle shor vas & suce
ov 3 for 3.

After the missile exercise BROOKE took advantage of seven
duys of eubmarine services. BROOKE was able to exercise evesy
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On ) December BROOKE returmed to port after a busy moath
at sea.” Upon return to Subic Day BROOKE wes host ship for ‘RMAS
VAMPIRE, an Austrailian destroyer. The two weeks that followed
proved to be some of the most enjoyable times of the crulss.
undervay 15 December for thr

with BROOKE enroute

British Crown Colony of Hong Kong whers she remained inport through
the 29¢h. It was Hong Kong that the BROOKE ranm into her old

£riend, the ENAS VAMPIRE. The wardrooms of the ¢vo ships celebrated
Christass Eve togecher and on the last evening in Hong Kong a formal
dining 1in with the combined wardrooms culminated our lasting
£riendship. On 30 Decembar BROOKE set sail for third port visit i
a6 many veeks and arrived in Kaohsiung, Republic of China, Taivan.
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