[image: image1.png]DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
s BROOKE (9EG 1)

ot o DEGL/JIW: ts
oyerasstrien vrox 5720
(VAL OF ENCLOSURE) 0

Ser
From: Commanding Officer, USS BROOKE (vEG 1) 85 MARIM
Toi'  Director of Naval Kistory (0P-0939), Washington

Navy Yard, Washington, D. C. 20390
Subj: Command History (OPWAV REPORT 5750-1); forwarding of
Ref:  (a) OPNAVINST 5750.128

Eacl: (1) Command History of USS BROOKE (DEG 1) for 1973

1. tn accordance with reference (), ftlosurs (1) is hereby

s

COMCRUDESPAC (with enclosure)

L 7> Sip5
DECLASSIFED - -




[image: image2.png]TEELASSIFIED

COMNAND HISTORY
or

USS BROOKE (DEG 1)
1974

(OPNAV REPORT 5750-1)

o gy T STSNwE

W
ECLASSLE? . 1 TG Jam. -

CORDLASSIFE

~CONFIDENTEAL





[image: image3.png](This page UNCLASSIFIED)
TABLE OF CONTENTS

. Ghronology of Highlights
1. Basic Narrative
L. Atachments

(1) €TV 77.0.1 msg 0800552 AR 73
(@) etv 77.0.2

5 1002292 AN 73
(3) CTU 77.0.2 msg 2811102 JAN 73
(4) CTU 77.0.2 msg 1501412 JAN 73

(5) ©TU 77.0 and 16 77.7

& 1111362 waR 73
(6) CINCPACELT msg 1822222 APR 73

(7) CINGPACELT msg 2105382 APR 73

(8) CTF 75 meg 1819162 APR 73

(9) CCDP lex FE-4, 8123, Ser 31/282 ded 21 AUG 73

(10) Ds5 ler CDSS:N:se, 8000, Ser 194 ded 20 SEP 73
Q1) cos5 meg 0911002 JUL 73

(12) ©D523 meg 0923252 JUL 73

(13) CINCPACFLT msg 1005417 xov 73

(14) CINCPACFLT ler FFI-1, 1133, Ser 71/7600 dtd 7 DEC 73
(15) CCDG1 ler CODG-1:11:3fb, 5000, Ser 354 ded 29 DEC 73
(16) Biography of Commanding Officer

(17) Picture of Commanding 0fficer

(This page UNCLASSIFIED)





[image: image4.png](This page UNCLASSIFIED)
CHRONOLOGY OF WIGHLIGETS

1-27 aan GULE of Tonkin as PIRAZ escort; TU 77.0.2
22 JaN - 1 FEn Earoute Sasebo, Japan vis Formosa Sctraite
a5 a unic of TF 75.0; steaming indepen-
dently

17E8 - 13 Ep Tnport Sasebo, Jspan for Upkeep

13 FEB - 15 FEB Earoute Yokosuka, Japan; steaning indepen-
dencly

15 FEB - 19 FER Tnport Yokosuka, Japan for rest and
relaxation

19 ¥EB ~ 23 FEB Earoute Yankee Station, Destroyer Training

Area, Gulf of Tonkin; steeming independen-
tly 23 @ unlt of TF 75.0

20 FEn Bxecutive Officer relieved

23 FEB - 25 FEB Training in Destroyer Training Area
Yankee Station, Gulf of Tonkin; S0PA and
01C 13 CTG 77,4 embarked in USS ORISKANY
(cva-34)

27 FEy Boroute NSAR; steaming independently

27 FER - 13 AR Gulf of Tonkin as NSAR escort; TU 77.0.1

13 MAR - 15 AR Baroute Hong Kong B.C.C.; steaming indepen-
dently as a unit of TF 75.0

15 HAR - 22 MAR Tnpore Homg Kong, B.C.C. for rest and
relaxation

16 Mar Assuned $0PA ADNIN, Hong Kong, B.C.C.

22 war Relieved as SOPA ADMIN Hong Kong, 3.C.C.

22 wam - 23 wan Enroute Subic Bay Operacing Ares as a unit
of TF 75.0

23 AR - 24 AR Conducting ASW Exercises in Subic Bay Op-
svating Area with USS HARDER (S5-568);
01C and SOPA is Commanding Officer, USS
BROOKE (DEC 1)

24w Earoute Subic Bay, R.P. for refueling

20 MAR - 26 AR Enroute Gulf of Tonkin; steaning indepen-

dently
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CHRONOLOGY OF HIGHLIGHTS

26 uar

26 mAR

26 MAR-30 HAR

30 MAR-31 MAR

31 A

31 MAR-1 APR

1 APR-3 A7R

3 ApR-s APR

5 APR-9 APR

9 APR-11 APR

11 APR-14 APR

Operations in the Gulf of Tonkin as
a unit of TU 75.0.2; OTC and SOPA
is Commanding Officer, USS ENTER-
PRISE (CVAN-65).

Bnroute Yankee Station Destroyer
Training Area

Training (AMK and ASW) in Yakee
Station Destroyer Tralning Ar
unie of 77.1.1; OTC and SOPA is
Commanding Officer, USS NENDERSON
(©0-785),

Operating in Yankee Station Destroyer
Tratning Area as a unit of TUT7.1;
0TC and SO 1s CONDESRON 11 embarked
in USS GOLDSBOROUGH (DDG-20)

USS RANGER (CVA-61) Joins and
Commanding Officer, USS RANGER (CVA-
61) assumed OTC and SOPA

Baroute Yankee Station Cold to join
USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-65)

Operating in Yankee Statfon Gulf of
Toukin as a unit of T677.5; OTC and
SO0PA is Commanding Officer, USS
ENTERPRTSE (CYAN-63)

Operating in Yankee Scaction Destroyer
Training Atea as a unit of 10 77.1;
0TC and SOPA is COMDESRON 11 embarked
in USS GOLDSBOURGH (DDG-20)

Baroute Sasebo, Japan via Formosa
Straits; sceaming independently as a
unte of TF 75

Inpore Sasebo, Japan making prepara-
tlons for Joiat Japanese-imerican
ASH exercise (ASWER-73)

Operacing as a uait of 70 75.1 in
Kirin operating Azea wich ships of
the Japanese Maritime Self Defense
Force and unics of the U.5. Nav!
01C and SOPA 1s COMDESRON 17 embarked
in USS L.F. MASON (DD-852)
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CHRONOLOGY OF EIGHLIGHTS

14 APR-15 APR

15 aPR-17 AR

17 APR-2 MAY

20 apr

23 azr
23 arm
25 APR-26 APR

2 v

2 mav-2 Jun

3 Jun-3 AvG

11 Jui-1300L

23 JuL-273uL

3 v

28 AUG-31 AUG

25 sep-27 sEp

26 sep

1 oc1-s oct

3 oct

Enroute Yokosuka, Japan in company
with USS L.F. MASON (DD-852); SOPA
and 07C is Commanding Officer, USS
L.F. MASON (DD-852)

Inpore Yokosuka, Japan; making pre-
parations for transit to CONUS

Enroute San Diego via Midvay and
Pearl Harbor; OTC and SOPA 1s COMDES-
RON 17 embarked in USS ORLECK (DDE86)

Changed operational control to
TEIRD PLEET

Crossed International Dateline
Brief stop for fuel at Nidway Teland
Tapore Pearl Harbor, Havall for fuel

Arrived San Diego, California.
Comnenced Post-Daployment Standown.

Leave and Upkeep inport San Diego

Inport San Diego for Readine
Taprovement Period

Nuclear Training Proficiency
Inspection

Shore Power Electrical Equipment
Inspection

Complete READTNP

Underuay SOCAL OPAREAS for ISE/ENC
craining

Underway SOCAL OPAREAS to provide
Antisubmarine Warfare Training

Excercise torpedo firing

Undervay SOCAL OPAREAS to provide
Helicopter Inflight Refueling Service

TARTAR Missile fired
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CHRONOLOGY 0F HIGHLIGHTS

23 oc1-26 OCT Undervay Materisl Tnspection

26 Nov-30 NOV Underway SOCAL OPAREAS to provide
serviced as Submarine Target Vehicle

10 pEC-12 DEC COMCRUDESGRU ONE Command Inspection

10 e Shifed Hos
Washingeon

pores to Bremertam,
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Bastc Narrative

January

Jamuary 1, 1973, found BROOKE operating as a unit of
TU 77.0.2.° BROOKE'S Jab was to act as "shot-gun” for
the PIRAz ship, USS TRUXTUN (DLG 35), providing an
addicional gun, an additional missle system and greater
mobility for search and rescue operations. Also BROOKE
was called upon to provide fuel to "Big Mother" rescue
helocopters as well as routine mail/passenger helos. The
ob of notifying Norch Vietnam-bound merchant vessels of
the dangers of ainefields sown by che United States Navy
soon became an lmporcant function for BROOKE.

The tempo of operations st PIRAZ was not slackened by

the New Year: Jan 1 found BROOKE crewsen hustling throughout
the ship to strike down stores received by vertical replen-.
ishnent from USS SAN JOSE (AFS 7). At 0001, 2 Jam, USS JOUETT
(DLG 29) rolieved USs TRUKTUN (DLON 35) as PIRAZ ship. Later
the same day both ships sharpaned the skills of the guncrews
with a gunnery exercise. The following day sent BROOKE and
JOUETT southward to rendesvous with USS HASSATAMPA (A0 145).
(Undervay refucling vas accomplished approximately every

five days throughout BROOKE's line period.) Refueling
completed, the PIRAZ station was reoccupied and the routine
of patrol reestablished.

BROOKE had no time for boredom, however. Although not
NIDS equipped, the CIC team used LINK 14 daia, supplemented
by and correlated vith onboard sensors to maintain a
detailed plot of surface and air contacts n the northern
GuLE of Tonkin.

On Jan 6, 1973, an unknown contact was reported by LINK

16 to be steaming out of North Vietnamese waters. BROOKE

was detached to investigate the contact and warn it's master
of the possible consequences of his present course. The
Vessel was the 55 HUNC CHI 150 flying che Chinese Communist
flag and estinated to be outbound from Haiphong, North Vietnam.
BROOKE paralleled her course and speed, concurrently col-
lecting intelligence data and flying incernational signals
varning of =inefields ahead on the chance she was involved

in coastwise traffic and bound for another North Vietnamese port.
Addicionally, cthe signalaen attempted o convey che same mess-
age by flashing light, as did the radfomen via International
Morse Code utilizing the 500 KHZ International Distress
Frenquency. Finally, BROOKE's GUC loud hailer was employed

o pass the warning in spoken English. HUNG CHI 150

exhiblted the normal respomse for such vessel - mome at

alll BROOKE continued her offorts while escorcing HUNG

CHI 150 southward. As HUNG CHI 150 again entered North
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Vietnamese waters, BROOKE turned away and set a course
o rejoin JOUBTT at PIRAZ. This was first of many such
incidents. BROOKE was lster commended for the excellence
of her merchant ship reports (actachment 1).

Again the normal routine was established and again

it was not long lived. Jan 7, 1973: another surface
unknown on the LINK 14, and again BROOKE was detached to
investigate and report. This was HUNG CHI 152, another
Chinese Communist vessel, steaning toward Halphong.
BROOKE went through the entire gamut of motification
methods: again there was no respomse. Data was collected
and sent out expeditlously, updating and refining Navy
intelligence data banks cthroughout the Pacific and in
Washingeon, D.C.

JOUETT and BROOKE left PIRAZ togecher 8 Jan to meet

and refuel from USNS Taluga. Enroute to the rendezvous

the ships exercised at signals and ship-handling thus
providing a valuable opportunicy for junior officer, signal-
man and CIC tean tratning. The exerclses lnvolved formation
Steaming and various turn meneuvers. Not only was the
experience gained valuable, but also the diversion from
otherwise routine operations served a vital function.

The periodic runs to repleaish fuel and stores came to

be milestones in otherwise busy but repetitive lives.

00 9 Jan another unknown surface contact was intercepted,
identified, notiffed of potential dangers ahead and

escorted uAtil clear of the PIRAZ area. This vessel

was again of Communist Chinese origin, HUNG CHI 160,
apparently bound for Haiphong, North Vietnam.

AL hands looked forward to a change of pace as BROOKE
was scheduled to be relieved as PIRAZ escort and move south
to the gualine for shore bombardment work. Houever, after
taking into consideration all aspects of the threat
situation at the exposed northern Gulf of Tonkin stations,
Comnander, Task Force 75 opted to keep BROOKE at PIRAZ,
where her full antialr warfare capabilities could be
utilized. The gunline's loss vas a gain for TU 77.0.2,
however.. BROOKE continued to ride "shotgun® for JOUETT
Co the pleasure of JOUETT's Commanding Officer, CTU 77.0.2
(attachment 2).

The pace slowed for BROOKE. The routime so often
interruptad proviously lasted until the afterncon of 12
Jen, vhen BROOKE and JOVETT conducted gunnery exercises.
These exerclses were frultful for BROOKE - her guncreus,
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strecched thin by condition IT1 watches, learned to function
as a teas. In spite of smaller crews than used at Genersl
Quarters, the men were able to fire so accurately and
Quickly tnat 1t was remarked thac BROOKE's 5°/38 sounded
and shot 1ike the newer 5"/54 mounts! (See attachment 3.)

(U) After the usual five day period, BROOKE and JOUETT
again steaned south to replenish bupkers from one

of COMSERVPAC's busy ships. This time it was USS
PONCHATOULA (A0 148).  AC 1007, 13 Jjan, after ome hour
eleven minutes alongside, BROOKE was again topped

off and ready to stesm. PIRAZ was reoccupied snd the
Slow but stesdy grind of vigilence vas resumed.

() On 14 Jan BROOKE vas directed by CTU 17.0.2 to
move to a positlon approximately twelve ailes off the
Cosst of Narch Vietnam and assuse control of two helo-
copters, Big Nother 67 and Copyright 10. These two
unics 1h conjunction with BROOKE were prepositionad

s Search and Rescue assets in anticipation of s large
air strike fnto the mainland. The strike wenc in and

was closely monitered throughout BROOKE as the Elec-
tronic Technicians and Interior Comsunications Elec-
crictans improvised a patch to the ship's encercalnment
system. Thus BROOKE crewmembers had a ringside seat

on an unfolding drama of war. One by one the pilots
reported dropping their weapons. Occasionally someone
would come up on the circuit with waraings of surface
to air missle (5AM) or anti-air arcillery activity, but
always their volces wers cool and professional. Suddenly,
one pilot reporced that his aircraft was Bit and he

was heading to sea. His uingman said he could see a
Hole about one oot in diameter in the fuselage of the
alrcraft. With marginal control and rapidly losing
altitude, the pilot of the damaged Fi Phaston skill-
Fully nevigated tovard the vaiting rescus forces. fis
report of "feat wet! was a velcome relisf to all listening.
BROOKE's CIC and Navigation teams quickly plotted

the position of the damaged aircraft and the helocopters
were' vectored to the site. BROOKE came about and headed
in also. The ares was crowled with junks and chere vas
some concern that the pilots might be in danger after
ejecting. Their ejection and dasent was uneventiul,
however, and both vere recovered within ome minute of
encering the water. Copyright 10 and Big Mother 67
immediately returnsd to JOUETT where the flyers ware
iven a auick medical exasination and promounced in
004 condition. The job was not over for BROOKE -

Big Mother 67 suffered a casualty while on deck aboard
USS JOUETT and Nevada City 05 was inbound and short of

oeclASS e
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fuel. s she sped Back to PIRAZ to rejoin JOUETT,
BROOKE was called upon to provide fuel to the incoming
helocopter. Shifting swiftly from her rale as mobile
communications station to mobile fueling platform,
BKOOKE topped off Nevada City 05 without losing stride.
Repairs on Big Mother 67 wers effected, Nevada City 05
picked up the flyers and returned them to their carrier,
nd BROOKE and JOUETT settled down for another might at
PIRAZ. (Atcachment 4)

(U) The morning of 15 Jen brought amother NUNG CHI,
this time numbered 162. The mow famillar routine vas
repeated: intercept, identify, notify, escort and
report. In splte of cthe frequéncy of these assignments
the enthusiasa of BROOKE's Intalligence, Combat and
Communications teams never slackensd. The reports vere
as detalled and accurate as conditions would allow,

4 carned BROOKE the reputation as the best reporting
Ship In the Gulf (attachment 5).

(V) 4nother gunnery exercise was conducted on 16 Jan.

As before, the exercise was intended to give the guncrews
a chance to operate as s tesm. Their spirit snd ability
again shoved improvement and contributed to the repucation
documented in attachment (2).

(U) Also on 16 Jan orders were received to move PIRAZ
tuency miles south as an indication o the North Viet-
namese of the good faith of the United States Coverament
in then secret megotistions for pesce in Southeast

Asis. JOUETT and BROOKE turned south, leaving ome
cireie in the Gulf of Tonkin and taking station in
anothar. The job vas the same; the pace vas slover.

(0) 17 Jan sew a new arrival at PIRAZ. USS HORNE (DLG 30)
coported and begen the lemgthy process of relieving
JOUETT as PIRAZ ship. The process was compleced late

In ehe evening and the Commanding Offlcer of USS HORNE
became CTU 77.0.2 and HORNE became RED CROWN.

(U) Wich fuel and stores low, BROOKE and HORNE steamed
south early in the morning of 18 Jan for a combined fueling
and vertical replenishment. Fuel vas provided by USS
PASSUNPSIC (A0 107); stores came from USS NIAGRA FALLS
(AFS 3). Conducting both evolutions in one morning vas
a'blg Job for BRODKE's crew. Fueling requires most men

ac stations handling lines and communlcations. Vertical
replenishment is a gruelling race between men and powerful
CH-3 Seanorse helocopters. The helo shuttles back and
forch, dropping large loads on deck at a rate of one
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every tuo to three minutes. In the intervening time
crewmen must clear the deck and prepare retrograde(cargo
nets, pallets, etc) to be returned to the cteplenishment
ship] 'BROOKE won pralse from all involved for the
rapid and safe handling of such vital deck evolutions.

Another periodic gunnery exercise was conducted with
HORNE on the moraing of 22 Jan. Later in the evening,
BROOKE was detached to investigate an unknown radar contact.
The contact was determined to be a fishing junk snd BROOKE
zejoinad HORNE.

Jenuary 23 saw BROOKE and JOUETT steam south for
refueling from USS PONCEATOULA (AO-148). This was to
be BROOKE's last underway replenishment while part of
T 77.0.2.

At 1215 on 28 January, BROOKE was relieved as PIRAZ
excort by USS 0'CALLAKAN (DE 1051) and turned south on
the first log of a four day transit to Sasebo, Japan.
Operational concrol was tramsfered to CTF 75.0. The
voyage, via Forsosa Straits, was uneventful, although
BROOKE was tasked with reporting shipping and fishing
activity should it be encountered during her transit
through the Formosa Straits.

February

The morning of 01 February brought Japan into view.
BROOKE moored starboard side to berth India 7 at Sasebo,
Japan. Workers streamed sboard immediately and mo time

was lost commencing repairs mecessitated by BROOKE's 37
Gay ac-sea perfod:

Liberty call for BROOKE's sea-weary sailors found all
hands anxious to sample the pleasures of Japan. First
stop was the Navy Exchange: purchases began screaming
aboard before dark and rose to immense proportions in
subsequent days as crewmen took delivery of over §60,000
of items purchased from the Exchange by special order
Chrough the ship's store. BROOKE was tightly packed prior
to sailing; everything from teapots to matoreycles vas
safely and securely stowed below.

Repairs compleced, BROOKE sailed 13 February bound for
Yokosuka, Jspan, for & brief four day rest and recreation
period for the crew. The transit was uneventful and by
600, 15 February BROOKE was moored portside to pier 8,
Yokosuka, Japan. Liberty was immediatly granted and BROOKE
Crewnen set about the task of filling the few mooks that
remained on board. Though brief, the stay was enjoyed to

(This page UNCLASSTFIED)
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the fullest with maximum liberty and full use of all avail-
able diversions.

0n 19 February, BROOKE again was undervay. A course
was set for the Guif of Tonkin, this time via the Luzon
Straits. Operational control was CTF 75.0, as before.

Rendezvous was effected with USS PASSUMPSIC (A0 107)
for refueling and for highline transfer of LCDR Jereay
BOORDA, BROOKE's former Executive OFficer.

LODR BOORDA was relieved 19 FEBRUARY by LCDR . N. GEE, USN.

The evening of 23 February saw TU 77.4.2 rise over

the horizon. This group, consiscing of USS GOLDSBOROUGH
(DDG-20), USS BRADLEY (DE 1041), USS KRAUSS (DD 849) and
USS SHASTA (AE 33), was favolved in exercises in che Tankee
Stacion Descroyer Tralning Area. BROOKE joined the group
and came under tactical command of COMDESRON 11 who flaw
his flag in GOLDSBOROUGH.

Exercises in AAW and formation steaming continued
throughout the nighe. The mext day, 24 February, BROOKE
conducted replenishasnc with USS MARIAS (AO 57) and ex-
ercised at rearaing wich USS SHASTA (A% 33).

Decached from TU 77.4.2 on 25 February BROOKE rendes-
voused uith USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS 3) for vertical replen-
shment, then proceeded to Join 76 77.4, comsisting of

USS ORISKANY (CVA 34), USS GOLDSFOROUGH (DDG 20), USS FANNING
(DE 1078), 1SS ROGERS’ (DD 876), USS DECATUR (DG 31), and
USs BORDELOU (DD 881). SOPA and OTC was CTG 77.4 embarked
in USS ORISKANY (CVA 34).

February 26 BROOKE detached briefly from 16 77.4 for
fueling from USS CACAPON (A0 52). Afterward, BROOKE rejoined
QRISKANY.

Throughout this period BROOKE had been engaged in a
continuous series of exercises in screening and AR

Orders vere received 27 February to proceed to the
Northern Search and Rescue station (RSAK), the northern-
most station in the Gulf of Tonkin. Enroute to stacion
BROOKE took an opportunity to top Off her fuel tanks from
USNS TALUGA. Early cvening found BROOKE on station as
escort for UsS REEVES (DLG 24). Commanding Officer, USS
REEVES (DLG 24) was CTG 77.0.1, SOPA and OTC at NSAR.

(This page UNCLASSTFIED)
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Mareh

Back in the familiar environment BROOKE found herself
perforning the same tasks which she had mastered so well at
PIRAZ. 0L March sent BROOKE speeding to perform motific-
ation duties. Two Russian vessels, the tanker ODESSA and
the frefghter VEGORLIK, were accomplishing a predavn rend-
ezvous. The sun rose on three ships as BROOKE stood by
flying notification signals and taking a close look at the
Soviet activities. Intelligence reports indicated Soviet
ineelligence collectors were operating 1» the area. After
submitting the usual thorough reports, BROOKE rejoined
REEVES at NSAR.

The next day brought another contact. This one was the
ship being sought. The Soviet AGI Aneroid was intercepted
northbound, visually fdentified and reporced. Concurrently,
REEVES moved to intercept another contact which vas discovered to
be AGI KURSOGRAF. Presence of two intellegence collectors in the
northern Gulf as well as the Soviet ships sighted sarlier portended
things to come. On 03 March two more Soviet ships exited
Haiphong harbor and found BROOKE as a reception committee of one.
Both vessels, the BALASHIKA and the BABUSKIN, were modern friegh
cers of the same class. BROOKE radioed the vord thraughout the
Gulf and returned fo NSAR.

March 04: again BROOKE went to intercept a contact. This
one was ABAKASH, another Soviet fricghter. Later the same
day BROOKE refusled from USS CALIENTE (A0-53). Anather vertical
replenishment vas conducted with USS SAN JOSE (AFS-7) on March 05.
On' 08 March the nuclear powered frigate USS BAINBRIDGE (DLGN-25)
celioved REIVES as NSAR ship. BROOKE again refueled 09 March from
USS CALIENTE (A0-53).

Things quickened again beginning early morning 10 March:
 contact was obtained on radar. BROOKE reported and detached to
investigate, The contact was closed and positioned such that
the moon silhouetted the vessal. Tntelligence messages and
publications vere consulted and the vessal cematively identify
G5 s Soviet tanker. Word of the incercept was flashed to the
force and BROOKE returned to BAINBRIDGE on NSAR.

The Soviet ship TUNGUSKA was intercepted and reported 11
Haren.

After two weeks on station BROOKE was relieved by USS LAWE
(DD-765), changed operational contral to CTF 75.0 and set sall for
Hong Kong, B.C.C. Five hours later. A contact vas detected and
BROOKE diver:ed to intercept. This was the Soviet NERCHANT MICHURIN.
Reports were filed and BROOKE resumed her tramsit. Later,
rendezvous with USS TOLOVANA (A0-64) was effected for a refusling.
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Stace leaving Yokosuka BROOKE had spent twenty-four days at
sea, refueled seven times, taken stores by vertical replenishment
tuite, rearsed once and filed reports on ton Seviet vassels.

Hong Kong, B.C.C. vas a welcome sight on 15 March! BROOKE moored
o Bouy 2 in Hong Kong harbor starboard side to Uss KING (DLO-10).
Firsc order of business was not Liberty but instead relief of KING
as SOPA ADNIN, charged with running the administracive details of
the port. Relief vas completed 17 March and KING s1lpped her
mooring and stood out of the harbor, leaving BROOKE in sole
possesaion of Bouy 2 and the workload normally assigned to much
Largor ships. In true BROOKE fashion, the 1ob was done well and the
crew enjoyed Hong Kong.

March 22: Underway for Subic Bay Operation Areas to
rendezvous with USS HARDER ($S-568) for antlsubmarine varfare
exercises. Arriving in the OPAREA 0026 24 Narch BROOKE joined
HARDER and exercises began, lasting until 0454. Alchough scheduled
€0 lasc several days, the ¢xercises were teralnated as BROOKE
recieved orders to fuel and proceed to the Gulf of Tonkin. At

0855 BROOKE moored port side te Riviera Pier, U.3. Naval Sration
Subic Bay, R,P., and Immedistly commenced fueling. Shortly

after 1400 1inés were taken in and a course vas set for the Gulf.

Before dan 26 March BROOKE reported for duty to CTU 75.0.2,
Commanding Officer, USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-65). Several hours lacir
orders were recieved sending BROOKE south o the Yankee Station
Destroyer Training Atea. Operational control was shifted to CTU
77.1.1, Commanding Officer USS HENDERSON (DD-785). Days wore
Spent exercising at AAW/Screening and evenings were independent
aight steaming.

Refueling vas accomplished from USS WABASE (AOR-5) on the morning
of 28 March; 29 March brought stores from USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS-4).

USS HARDER (55-568) joined TU 77.1.1 on the afternoos of 29
Harch and exercise emphasis was shifted to ASW tactics. Attack
tactics were practiced uncil late evening 29 March, at which time
BROOKE detached from TU 77.1.1 and joined TG 77.1 consisting of
USS GOLDBOROUGH (DDG-20) and USS MORTON (DD-948). CONDESRON 11,
ebarked in GOLDSBOROUCH, was SOPA and OTC. After several hours
USS RANGER (CVA-61) arrived and her Commanding Officer assumed
SOPA and 0TC.

Later on 31 Mazch BROOKE conducted underway replenishment
wicn USS WABASH (A0R-5), then detached from 16 7.1 snd procested
to USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-65).

Aprid

Well before dewn on the first of April BROOKE reported for
duty to CTG 77.5, Commanding 0fficer USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-65)
part of TG 77.5 was USS DECATUR (DDG-3). BROOKE served as plane

Also
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guard and screen as ENTERPRISE conducted rovtine flight operations.

After an early morning replenishment from USS CAMDEN (AOE-2)
3 April, BROOKE detached and recurned to T0 77.1 in the Yankee
Station Training Area. One day was spent in company wich USS
COLDSBOROUGH (DDG-20); late in the evening BROOKE detached and
proceeded to rendezvous with USS TOLOVANA (A0-64). The last under-
way replenishment of BROOKE's six month deployment occured at 0800
5 April. As BROOKE broke away from TOLOVANA the spirits of her
Crew were high: the first leg of che homevard journey lay shead.

BROOKE moored starboard side to Akasaki fueling pler at
Sasebo midmorning 9 April after smother uneventful transit via che
Formosa Straits as a unit of TF 75.0.

Two days were spent making preparations for a jolnt Japanese-
American Antisubmarine Warfare exercise, officially known as ASWEX
4-73. At 0845, 11 April BROOKE got undervay in company wich USS
LEONARD F. MASON (DD-852), USS MCCAFFERTY (DD-860), and the Japanese
Maritine Self Defense Force (JMSDF) ships MAKIGUMO (L14), VAMAGUM
(113), AOKUMO (119) and MOCHIZUKI (166). These ships comprised

Tc 7511 under the tactical command of COMDESRON 17 embarked in
LEONARD ¥. MASON.

The exercise commenced at 1410, 12 April 1973. Tactical Command
was passed to JHSDF COMFLOT THO embarked in AOKUMO. Operations
Vere' conducted in the KIRIN operating area, south of Kyushu, the
Southern most of the major islands of the Japanese chain. The
surface units acted in conjunctlon with ASY air units of boch the
Japsnese and U.S. Navies to form an ASW barrier to protect a single
High Value Target (AVI) transiting through cthe area. Submarine units
(both JNSDE and USN) were to attempt to penctrate the scraen and
simolate torpedoing the HVI. On 13 April BROOKE fired an exercise
torpedo at a contact; the shot vas evaluated as a "hit" ln the
post-exercise critique.

The exerclse was completed late afternoon 14 April; BROOKE
and L.F. MASON deparced cthe area enroute YOKOSUKA for a brief

availibility prior to comnencing the transit to San Diego. Both
units moored to berth 6, Yokosuka, Japan early morning 15 April.

Preparations completed and last minute purchases stoued
below, BROGKE cast off her lines at 2029, 17 April, bound for
Midvay Islend, Pearl Herbor and, ultimerely, San Diega. The work
was dome and the crew was tired but happy: BROOKE had met all
Conmitments and shown herself capable of meecing all challenges
Messages of congratulations flowed In: CINCPACFLT, CONSEVENTHFLT
and CTF 75 sent messages of hearty congratulations, included
actachnents six, seven, and elght.

sely

There were five units transiting in company: USS ORLECK (DD-886),
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(¥ith COMDESRON 17 eabarked), USS 0'CALLAHAN (DE-1051), USS LEONARD
F. MASON (DD-852), USS EPPERSON (DD-715) and USS BROOKE (DEG-1).

The transit was uneventful: Time was passed doing maintenance
previously deferred due to operations and various small exercises.
At 0900, 20 April, all units changed operation control to Commander,
Third Fieet. The International Dateline was crossed at 0146, 23
4pril, offictally losing the day galned in tramsit to the Western
Pacific in November, 1972. For convenlence the decision was made
to "relive" a day after the brief stop for fuel at Midvay Islend.

BROOKE arrived at ¥idway Tsland shorcly after dawn 23 April.
While the ship fueled some crewsen took the opportunity to see
the local "gooney” birds, swim in tha quiet lagoon and stretch
sea-weary legs. BROOKE wa¢ underuay again by midafternoon. As
Midvay sunk below the horizon the thoughts of the crew turned to
the mext sctop: Pearl Harbor.

At 1250 on the "second” 23 April (due to the loss at the date-
line) BROOKE's somarmen deceched what appeared to be a submarine.
After reporting to che OTC,BROOKE was directed to assume tactical
command of EPPERSON and prosecute the contact. Approximately
ninety minutes elasped before the contact vas evaluated as
"mon-submarine.” BROOKE and EPPERSON returned to the formation.

Dawn broke 25 April with Dismond Head looming into view.
BROOKE steamed slowly up the channel, past the Arizoma Monument
and moored starboard side to USS 0'CALLANAN (DE-1051) at Hotel
Pier, berth 4, U.5. Naval station Pearl Harbor.

Next morning BROOKE, L.F. MASON, 0'CALLAWAY and ORLECK cast
off and set sail on the last leg of the journey. Six days ahoad
Tay San Diego, homes and familics.

May

The day vas 2 Mey, 1973, and for the sailors of BROOKE ic was
a memorable ome. The pier was crowded as the lines were put over.
One hundred sighty eight days bafore BROOKE had laft pier eight;
thousands of miles and hours of work and tension vere behind.
BROOKE vas home.

The month of May was spent in post-deployment stand-downs
maxisun leave and liberty were the rule. The crew was organtzed

into four duty sections and personnel were required to be on board
only on their duty days. The duty section maintained the ship and its
Squipments in outstanding condltion in spite of their relatively

small nusbers and, concurrently, made preparations for BROOKE's

next challenge: READINP.

us

The READIMP (Readiness Improvement) concept was evolved as

(This page UNCLASSIFIED)





[image: image18.png](This page UNCLASSIFIED)

an answer to the probles of veduced maintenance and training levels
throughtout tha Yacific Fleet as a reault of the high rempo of oper-
ations required by the commitments of U.S. forces in Southeast Asia.

BROOKE's proparations for READINP began long befoxe 3 June.
Planning vas begun in Fobruary when the concept was €173t pro-
mulgaced in a message from CINCPACFLT and further deliniated by
COMCRUDESPAC. Planning was completed during the transit fros Japan
o San Diega and the program was implemenced fully 03 June.

The remainder of the month of June was consumed by maintenance
and training at all Jevels. The results of this progran would bacome
evident in the outstanding results achicved by DENOKE in an intansive
series of reviews and inspections which uould favolve the snip

for the remainder of the year.

Ju1y

The month of July was BROOKE's second in READIMP. The Elrst
opportunity for demomstrating excellence was a Noclesr Tralning
Proficiency Inspection (NIPI) which was conducted 13 snd 14 July.
The results were outstendlng as moted in attachments § and 10.

BROOKE was nomimsted for the ARLIEGH BUEKE Fleet Trophy early
i July (Attachments 11 and 12)

Preparations for the reguler overhaul (ON) scheduled to begin
8 January 1974 were undervay during the monch of July. Preaver-
haul test and {nspection was sccomplished on BROOKE's major aquip
mente and teams came omboard to evaluate design dravings for chang
to be accomplished during ROH.

fuguse

READIMP uas concluded 3 August. BROOKE was particularly
successful in accomplishing the goals incident to READINP. The
Tiet of work and training accomplished during READIP was impres
sive. Major goals accomplished included iaprovements in material
readiness, particularly in the sagineering aress; upgrading Lo-
dividual 4nd tean training; emphasis on good orders, discipline
and standards of grooming. Move detail of BROOKE's sccomplishments
during READINP is included in sctachment 11.

The balance of the month of August vas consumed in continued
intensive training and malntensnce ln preparation for sa Operational
Propulsion Examining Board (PEB), scheduled for Auguse 28-31. The
0PE was delayed and eventually ‘ancolled, much to the dlsmay of che
men uho hos vorked so hard in preparations. (The work was not in vain,
however; FROOKE was schaduled for an Underway Material Inspection
(UNI) to be conducted by the President of the Board of Inspection

and Survey (PRESINSURV). The results of that inspection were the
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reward so richly deserved by the men who had labored so long for the
OPPE.) BROOKE got underway 28 August for four daye of type training in
the Southern California Operating Areas (SOCAL OPAREAS). Each night
BROOKE anchored off Coronado, utilizing the warm evening hours for
fantail cookouts and continued training.

September

The month of September was devoted o preparations for the UNI
and for the rapidly approaching Regular Overhaul (ROH). Design
shipchecks vere conducted throughout the monch and numerous inspec-
tions were conducted by BROOKE personnel fo deteraine the necessity
and extent of ship's force and yard work during ROH.

4 meeting was comducted 20 September to inform BROOKE crevmembers
nd dependents of the opportunitics and obligarions that were to

be placed upon thes by BROOKE's homeport shift to Bremerton, Wash-
ington for ROM at Pugat Sound Naval Shipyard (PSNS). The meecing
was quite successful and vas an important point in BROOKE's humsn
relacions program.

The ship was underway 25-27 Sepcember providing training services
€o Fleet Anti-Submarine Werfare School. BROOKE was a platform upon
which Anfi-Submarine Afr Controller Trainees could gain live exper-
ience in their work. Experience was also gained by BROOKE's ASW
personnel as an exercise torpedo was fired 26 September.

october

The first week (1-5 October) was spent underway providing Heli-
copter Inflight Refueling (HIFR) services to helicopter from WAS
Inperial Beach. While at sea BROOKE has the opportuaity to fire
w0 TAKTAR missiles at drome targets at the Pacific Wissile Range.
The shots, which were fired early 3 October, were both misses as

the misslis self-descructed after several seconds of F1LghC when
they failed to receive proper signals.

The most important event of the month vas the UMI conducted by
PRESINSURY 23-26 October 1973. The inspection was a rremendous
Eriumph for BROOKE. In every area BROOKE was found to be outstanding
(Attachment 13). The facet which brought the most praise

was the exceptional state of BROOKE's Material Maintenance and
Management (3M) System. PRESTNSURU's inspection found the complecion
rate to be 94Z- far above the normal. The completion of the UNT

as the conclusion of the months of preparation by BROOKE crew

Ben. Thoughts turncd to tha mext bip event_in their lives: ROH
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The most important evemt of the month was the UMI conducted by
PRESINSURY 23-26 October 1973. The inspection was a tremendous
Eriumph for RROOKE. In every area BROOKE was found to be outstanding
(httachment 13). The facet which brought the most praise

was the exceptional state of BROOKE's Materisl Maintenance and
Management (JM) System. PRESTNSURV's {nepecticn found the complecion
rate to be 94%- far above the normal. The completion of the UNI

was tho conclusion of the months of preparacion by BROOKE crew

men. Thoughts turncd o the mexc big event.in their lives: ROH
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November

Maintenance and ROM preparations comsumed the momth of November.
Additionally, the week of 26-30 November was spent at ses providing
services as target for submarine torpedo firings for units of the

Pacific Submarine Fleet. This vas BROOKE's final underway period in
1973,

ember

BROOKE received mocification (attachment 14) in December chat
she has been avarded the CINCPACFLT CAREER Morivation Award for
Fiseal Year 1973. This avard, the Golden Anchor, 1s presented in
recognition of an outscanding career motivation program and effsccive
retention of quality personncl.

As a result of BROOKE's outstanding showing during the VNI
COMCRUDESCRU ONE was casked by CONCRUDESPAC with visitlng the ship o
decornine what made BROOKE the ship she was. Three days, 10-12
Docembar, were spent in en cxhaustive prabe of every facet of BROOKE'S
procesdures and records. The conclusion was that "brograms are vigor-
Gusly pursuid on a day-to-day basis, give teech by personal involvement
of officers and leading pecty officirs, and improved upon as experience
s gained and comstructive criticism i factored in. Altachment 15

has detatls.

Final preparations for RON were conducted 1n December. Equipments
6ot casential to the Cransit from San Diego o Bremerton were dis
abled and work on their components began. Concurrently, BROOKE crew-
en begain departing on periods of holidayl leave, incont on snjoying
the last weeks of the year, content in the knowledge that they had
sade 1973 4 most successful year for BROOKE.
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[image: image25.png]it my Tast lecrer, § wrote chat we mwight go o Austraiic at
the end of che cruise and chat Lc might extend the craise by as
Guch as 18 days. Well, I got uite a bit of mail on that as I
expected L veuld. Sucprisingly, hovever, most letcera favarsd
the tilp which is unusual in my experience. [t would have been 3
gesat crip and everyome would have had a good time. lHowever,
because of an unexpected change in the ship'e overhaul schedule,
L thou:: it best to request that the visit to Austzalia be
cancelod fn order that ve might spend more time in San Diego. Our
single men, who comprise sbout two thizds of the crow and the
others who'really wanted to go to Australia, took this decision
very well, like the professionals they are. 1 thark chem, As
03¢ of you have been Informud by your husbands and seme by now,
Eho aitp has recelved conpletely unexperted ordare shifting the
shipyacd overhaul in October from Long Beach to Bremerton,
Waslington. ALl of us can think of many feascns vhy this is a
Totien ceal and with the aize of my family | can prabably chink
of morc than any of you. That kind of nekaciviss, hosever, has
Gever bern part of BROOKE and won't be while I'm zound. Let's
Look at the good things about this change. First, the ship will
et s bettor overhaul in Bremerton. Bremerton iz ome of the
Navy's best yards and s not overcrowded. With recant cutbacks
in elrcrafe contracts, the Bremerton area hus & labor surpius -
there will be plenty of workers available. Long Beach 1s
overcrondad and somebody had to move. Our yard period le
Suriciently long to quelify for 4 homoport shifr. That means
Cthat thase families which qualify for a permancnt change of
acacion move (E-5 and ahove or carear designated F-) may move to
Bremeston nd back on government orders - &5 fovernment expense.
1 have o centative agrecment from the San Diepo Faplic Worke
Ofsicer that those of you living in quarters need not move unless
you want to. ¥or thosa who wiech housing apen the ship's recurn,
1'am nepotinetng an azrangemens wheraby you may ge on the weiting
L13¢ sa s00n as the homeport ARLFC mecsaga Lo received - & full
13 months earlyl For those who choose mot to move, L am working
on Nauy flighte back to San Dicgo from Naval Adr Station, Whidoey
Zsland. I also have some plans to help B~i's and below to mevs co
Bremerton 1f they uich. Wore about that whan plane are firm
BROOKE wan butlt in the Bremerton area and I am sure the people
there w111 go all out o velcome her back. In short, there are a
lot of good Teasome for the ship fo go Lo Brerarcon and go we will.
There ars aleo many steps that have been and are being taken to
lessen the impact on families. Stay loose, folks.

The question uppermost in your minds, and frankly i uine
too, is when is the ship getcing back to San Diego. 1 can’c give
you'an exace date becasse I homastly don’c kuow Lt yet. Those of
Jou who attended our last "Wives Niht" in San Disge will zemember
1gave an arbicrary date at that time. Add sevenccen daye to chat






[image: image26.png]Afcer leav |Yokosuka, BROOKE returnc .o the Gulf of Toslln
s part of 4 contingency group ready to provide relief for other
destroyers operating in the Gulf or to take on any assignment which
ight be gonerated. The Peace Agreement has changed things
considerably here, but as much as some of you may vamt it, ve can't
Just leava and come home. This is a very tense tie and in order
Eor the coass fire to succeed the North Vietasmese muat know that
we are equally capable of moving quickly towards a lasting peace
or returning iamediately to previows combat levels. It's up to
then.

e didn't apend our time with the contingency group just
steaning around the ocean. We used the time, sbout five days, to
sharpen our skills in areas in which ve hadn’t had much practice
lately such as multi-ship formation stesning, escorting a carrier,
Tartar and ASYOC missile rearning at sea (I won't even try to draw
that one for you. You vouldn't believe it anyway.) and tactical
signallng.

Sure enough in late Pebruary, had to be moved from one

of the search and rescus stations in the northern Gulf of Tonkini

and who knows that area of the world better? We spent 15 days on
station in the Northern Culf and are now emroute €o the land of

the British Crow Colony of Hong Koug. Ve are a1l

4 to the vieit but at L are

really anxious to get there. Their wives are joiniug them for our
one week atay there. You think the rest of us aren’t jealous?

Since my 1sst lotter ve have had quite a few men make the
decision to stay ¥ith the Navy for a while longer. We don't allow
everyone to reenlist. We need only the very bast. Fortunately,
most of our crew falis in that catagory. That's vhat makes this
ship g0 g The first of the period vas Firemsn Don AVERY who
reenlisted for oix years on 30 Jamuary. Don's become a real
atastay in our Auxiliary Mechinery Cang and we vere glad he chose
to stay. On 15 and 16 Pebruary Chief Machinist Mate Bob EMERY and
Botler Technican Pirst Class Edgar TREMPE signed on again for two
and slx years respectively. These two and Machinist Mate First
Class Erbie USREY vho shipped for two years on 28 February are key
people in our engineering department and we certainly welcome
their decisions o continue their carcers aboard BROOKE. On 26
February, Commissaryman Second Class Clarence TEURNOND, super cook
and cake’decorator, and Sonerman Seaman Bruce SHITH, one of Chief
0'D's young tigers, both reenlisted for six years. Ship's
Serviceman Second Class Jimmy Pields rounded out the group by
reenlisting for six years on 7 March.

Another happy occasion for me occured last week when I had
che honor of presenting a personal letter of commendation from
Comnander THIRD Fleet to Operations Spectalist Second Clase
Mathieu L. YEAGER for his outstanding perfornance as an Air
Incercept Controller during special radar svaluation tests
conducted last summer-






[image: image27.png]date and you shoulu ve within a day of our ariival. There are
Fumors of #n aarlier return running about the ship, scarted and
perpetrated by some of our sasture schedulers. Some of them
have undoubtably reached you. To the best of my knowledge, there
s mo basis of fact Tor thess rumora, The date I gave you above
is the best one I have. LE I recelvé a chamge, I'11 let you know
cdiately in another Faailygram. Uatil thea, God bless you all
and thank you for your love, patience and support. They have
tatned us in our separation from you.

. D, PIVARNIK




