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CHRONOLOGY OF HIGHLIGHTS

Enroute Pearl Barbor s a unit of ASWGROUP ONE

Operations in Sea of Japan with TF 70

Assigned to DESRON THIRTY-ONE

YANKEE Station Operations in the Tonkin
Gulf with TF 77

Change of comuand

YANKEE Station Operations in the Tonkin
Gulf with TF 77

Crossing of the Bquator

YANKEE Station Operations in the Tonkin
Gulf with 18 77

Enroute San Diego from Sasebo, Japan as
2 unit of ASWGROUP ONE

Tnport San Diego for upkeep
Reorganization of DESRON THIRTY-ONE

Navy Technical Proficiency Inspection

Tender Availability, San Diego, with
USS SAMUEL GOMPERS (AD-37)

HOLDEX 6-68

Tender availability, San Diego with
USS JASON (AR-8)
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BASIC NARRATIVE

Tnnuary

1 January 1968 found BROOKE enroute to Pearl Harbor
on the First leg of her deployment to the Western Pacific
with Anti-Submarine Warfare Group ONE. ASWGROUP ONE was
comprised of the flagship USS YORKTOWN (CVS-10), CVSG-55,
and six escorts commanded by COMDESDIV TWO HUNDRED THIRTEFN,
embarked in USS RRADLEY (DE<1041). fhe schedule of operations
called for the ship to be involved in ASWGROUP ONE's
Operational Readiness Fvaluation for the first two week's
of the month, but a casualty to 1B Boller precluded participation
in these exercises and forced BROOKE to proceed to Pear] Harbor
for emergency repairs.

Repairs vere completed on the 15th and sea trials were
scheduled for the next two days. Further problems with the
same boiler necessitated the return to Pearl Harhor on the
16th. BROOKE departed for Yokosuka, Japan with the rest
of the task group on the 19th.

n Pearl Harhor the ship emharked a civilian management
analyst with the Navy Personnel Research Laboratory Who
Joined & men from the San Diego Fleet Work Study Growp to
conduct a study for a Ship Manning Docurent. These personnel

were to remain with BROOKR for 4 weeks.
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The third week of January was devoted to extensive

training - both external and internal - in preparation for
the attachment to the Seventh Fleet and operations in the
Tonkin Gulf. Numerous exercises were conducted, with the

emphasis being placed on anti

air warfare.
On January 26th, however, in response to the capture

F USS PUEBLO by North Korea, ASWGROUP ONE was ordered to

Proceed directly to the Sea of Japan and join other units

of the Seventh Fleet in that area. As a unlt of ASWGROUP ONE,

BROOKE was to be responsible for surface sub-surface

surveillance of the Sea of Japan and was assigned to TG 70.9.

The ship had 4 days in which to make final preparations

for what was expected to be a combat area, and thus night

and qay training was conducted on all aspects of naval varfare

FERRUARY

BROOKE arrived in the Sea of Japan on 31 January and
vas assigned duty as an Anti-air Warfare picket to protect
YORKTOWN. Despite the extremely tense atmosphere of the
PUEBLO crisis, the first week of February passed without
incident.

On 1 February the ship vas involved in an administrative
reorganization of the Cruiser-Destroyer Force of the Pacific
Fleet. BROOKE was transferred from Escort Squadron THRFE to
the newly-formed Destroyer Squadron THIRTY-ONF, a part of

Cruiser-pestroyer Flotilla NINE, homeported in San Niego,

v OSSR AL
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manning level and departed the ship (enclosure 7).

secs

On 1 March BROOKE departed the Sea of Japan and headed
for Kaohsiung, Taivan for an upkeep and rest period. ASHGROUP
OuF was relieved as Surface Sub-surface Surveillance
Coorainator (SSSC) by ASHGROUP FIVE, comprized of USS
FEARSEARGE (€VS-13) and various escorts.

The ship was in Kachsiung from the 3rd through the
11th and benefited greatly from the alongside servises of
uss TasoN (an-s).

On 13 Mazch BROOKE arrived in the Tonkin Gulf with

YORKEOWN and commenced her first duty in the Vietmam conflict.
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CONASWGROUP ONE was assigned as CTG 77.9 (SSSC), and BROOKE,
as tne pornanent planeguard for YORKIOW, was designated

a5 Alternate SSSC. On munerous occasions during this period
BROOKE took full control of SSSC communications and tracking
When YORKTOWN's operations precluded radio transmission. In
addition, the ship maintained a constant readiness in anti-
air warfare in order to insure the safety of YANKEE Station
aircraft carriers. During this and subsequent tours on
YANKBE Station, the Operations and Weapons departments were
able to overcome the hardships of long watches and continuing
readiness and ineure BROOKE's ability to handle all combat

situations.

APRIL

Prior to departing the Tonkin Gulf, EROOKE participated
in two ASH Transit fxercises. The first exercise was with
USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-14) and the second with USS BON HOWNE
RICHARD (CVA<31). fThe transits by the CVAS and their
escorts were opposed by U. S. submarines, and they servad
a5 valusble training for the ship's ASW team.

The transit from YANKEE Station to Yokosuka, Japan with
YORKIOWN and USS NERBERT J. THOMAS (DD-833) was devoted to
further training. BROOKE played an important role in a
Multi-Channel Jezebel Reception (MCIR) evaluation with

YORKTOWN by controlling participating aircraft and making

GESBEN TiAL
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The transit from YANKEE Station to Yokosuka, Japan with
YORKTOWN and USS WERBERT J. THOMAS (DD-833) was devoted to
further training. BROOKE played an important role in a
Multi-Channel Jezebel Reception (MCTR) evaluation with

YORKTOWN by controlling participating aircraft and making
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frequent communications relays (enclosure 6). SMALL ‘sbaie

for 5 days of rest and recreation.

The schedule of operations called for BROOKE to return
%o the Tonkin Gulf for another month of duty, but a casualty
%o a superheater tube in 18 Soiler forced the ship to proceed
to Subic Bay, Phillippines for repairs.

By 10 May BROOKE vas back on YANKEE Station with YORKTOWN
and was continuing her duty as plane guacd destroyer and
AW picket. From the 10th through the 14th the ship's air

controllers gave both positive and advisory control to
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YORKTOWS aircraft while the carrier's air search radar
was inoperative.

ALl units of ASHGROUP ONE departed the Tomkin Gulf
on the 25th, and YORKTOWN, BROKE and 3 others headed for
Singapore. The formation swung south of Singapore in order
%o cross the Equator, and the day of the crossing, 28 May,
was marked by the traditional initiation of all Pollywogs
into the mystories of the realm of King Neptune. All hands
survived and welconed the ship's arrival in Singapore the

next day.

BROOKE's stay in Sincapme was distinguished by the
warnth and friendliness of the British Navy who hosted the
ship's visit. On the 3rd the ship departed Singapore and
headed for the last tour on YANKEE Station. The growing
threat of a North Vietnamese missile attack caused a vigorous
training progran in anti-missile defense to be implemented
on the ship, and much of the transit time was devoted to
this training.

The ship arrived in the Tonkin Gulf on 6 June and
innediately assuned the familiar role of planeguard for
YORKTOWN. & casualty to 1A Boiler the next day, however,
caused BROOKE to be assigned as CTU 77.9.4, the YANKEE Station

ASW Training Coordinator, This was BROOKE's first opportunity

to exercise fully the ship's ASW capability slnce eagmm
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Jamuary, and it vas a welcome change from planesuard duties.
The Mighlight of the veek's work was the daily exchange of
personnel with USS GUDGEON (55-576), one of the exercise
submarines assigned to the area. 14 June, the last day
on station, was spent as an ASW escort for USS BON HOMME
RICHARD (CVA<31) during a Transit Exercise.

on 15 June BROOKE was detached from YANKEE Station
ana ordered to procaed to Sasebo, Japan to be relieved
by units of ASWGROUP THREE. A missile shoot off the coast
of Okinaua was scheduled enroute. On the night of the
16th, however, the ship was forced to reverse course to
effect an emergency medical transfer and the loss of time
caused the cancellation of the missile exercise. The ship
thus proceeded directly to Sasebo, and departed there on
the st for San Diego. The return cruise with ASWGROUP ONE
was uneventful. Anti-missile defense and ECH exercises
were conducted frequently and, as usual, they proved to be

extrenely eaucational.

JuLy - Avcust
BROOKE arrived home in San Diego on the Sth of July

and imediately commenced an availability with the Development

and Traning Center (PATC), San Diego. This availability

Deriod lasted tnrough the First week in September and gave

the Engineering Department a much-needed opportunity to work
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BROOKE arrived home in San Diego on the Sth of July
and imnediately commenced an availability with the Development
ana Traning Center (DATC), San Diego. This availability
soriod lasted through the first week in September and gave

the Engineering Department a much-needed opportunity to work
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Fleet Vork Study Group, Pacific conducted an inspection
and evaluation of the Planned Maintenance System and provided
schooling for a nuther of the ship's personnel in PMS
Procedures. Exaninations of the ship's manning level were
conducted in response to the proposed early release of
reservists and the ship's Menning Document Study (conducted

earlier in the year).

seprENEER

BROOKE was underway for local operations and engineering
trials on 4 September. arly that evening the ship received
an urgent request from USS SCHOPIELD (DEG-3) for a coolant
pump for her missile fire control radar. Rendesvousing at
midnight off the coast of Southern California, the pump was
transferred by highline and SCHOFIELD was able to continue
her operations successfully (enclosure 9).

on 1 Septenber BROOKE vas involved in another administrative
reorganization of CRUDESPAC. DESRON THIRTY-BIEEvas decommissioned,
and the Squadron Comnodore and some of the ships were assignad
to DESRON THIRTY-ONE. BROOKE remained in DESRON THIRTY-ONE.
Later in the month both COMDESRON THIRTY-ONE and COMCRUDESFLOT
NINE and their staffs deployed to the Western Pacific. Temporary

administrative control of the ship was assigned to COMDESRON

SEVEN and COMCRUDESFLOT ELEVEN. WPB‘ H‘T
s 0 1AL
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After returning from sea on the 5th, the ship remained
in San Diego for normal upkeep and in-port training until
23 September. The annual Naval Technical Proficiency
Inspection was held the 16th - 18th. As a result of the
inspection BROOKE was declared nuclear-capable, and the
conments of the inspection tean indicated that the ship's
nuclear weapons team was well-trained and highly motivated.
(enclosure 10).

The week of 23-27 September was spent at sea in the
local operating areas. The ship spent one day making test
firings of the Mk 46-1 Torpedo, 2 days as a submarine target
vessel for USS ROCK (AGSS-274) and USS DIODON (55-349), and
the last day in various gun shoots. The last week of

September was spent in-port.

ocroper

The month of October was devoted mainly to inport upkesp
and training. BROOKE was underway from the 7th to the 10th
and from the 1ath to 16th, During these two periods the
erphasis in training was on ASW. The ship asain served a3
a submarine target vessel, and this proved to be a valuable
refresher for the ASW Team. In addition, an ECM jamning
denonstration by an FB-47 aircraft and a two day period as
planeguard for USS KEARSARGE (CVS=33) added to the variety
of training accomplished.

0n the 25th the ship commenced a two week Tender

Availability period with USS SAMUBL GOMPERS (AD-37).
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[image: image17.png]P-3 aircraft. Enclosures (11) through (15) are commendatory
comments concerning BROOKE's performance in HOLDEX 6-68.

The ship returned to San Diego immediately and commenced
a Tender Availability period with USS JASON (AR-5) on the

23rd of November.
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The TAV with JASON vas extsnded until 17 December

DECEMBER

in order to complete an overhaul to one of the main feed
booster punps. The other major project completed during
this period was an extensive replacement of tubing in

$1 evaporator.

BROOKE hosted the San Dlego visit of HMCS WACKENZIE
during the second weekend of December. The ship's hospitality
vas greatly appreciated by the Canadians, as evidenced
by their message (enclosure 1b).

The last 2 veeks in Dacember were devoted to a leave
period and general upkeep. BROOKE's complement on 31
Decamber vas comprised of 17 officer and 215 enlisted persomnol.

(enclosures (3} and (5)).
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spECIAL ToOPICS

A opEaTIONS

During 1968, BROOKE's Operations Department was able
%o demonstrate its skills and eguipment capability in a
conbat environment for the first time. The two years following
commissioning vere devoted to improvements in equipment and
personnel training, and the WESTPAC deployment during the
£irst half of 1968 served as the ultimate test of this
preparation.

By all measures the Operations Department enjoved an
extremely successful deploynent. Tquipment performance was
outstanding. The electronics technicians maintained the
communications, radar, and ECM gear at near 100 percent

operability not only during the

eployment but also throughout
the remainder of the year. Their task was made much more
@ifficult by the extreme temperature fluctuations of various
areas of the Western Pacific and by supply problems inherent
in long, isolated periods at sea.

Communications proved to be one of BROOKE's fortes.
Despite personnel turnovers that had a Junior Second Class
in charge at one point, the Radiomen consistently worked at
near-capacity while the ship was acting as plansguard for
USS YORKIOWN. BROOKE was continually involved in UHF/MF relays
and net control for ORESTES circuits, as well as handling an

average 1oad of 1500-1600 messages each month. Perhaps the

Y CommasennTiAL
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most grueling test of the year came during HOLDEX 6-68 in
November, when the Radiomen and Signalmen handled close to

1000 messages in a nine-day period. The embarked unit commander,
COMDESDIV 92, made special mention of their performance during
this operation.

The Comhat Tnformation Center was a center of activity
and infornation throughout the ship's deplovment. Althoush
EROOKE's prinary mission is Anti-submarine varfare, the
major threat during the cruise vas from hostile aircraft and
nmissiles. Thus, CIC's orientation was tovards Anti-air warfare.
The Radarmen were on "port and starhoard" vatches almost
continually in an effort to maintain an up-to-date MM picture,
to ensure rapld response to hostile electronic emissions, and,
in addition, to ald YORKIOW in correlating information
concerning surface and sub-surface contacts. The endurance
and consistent performance of CIC personnel insured that
BRODKE vas alwaye vell-informed and able to react quickly
to any situation.

The year 1968 served as a demonstration that Operations
Departments in DEG class ships had the equipment capahility
and personnel potential to perform in an outstanding manner

in all areas of operations.

5. wEAPONS
1968 was a prove-in year for the BROOKE weapons system,
and, equipment performance surpassed all expectations. The

first seven months of the year were spent in a WFSTPAC

B TBRASSRE T/
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deployment (the first for a DEG), and the remainder of the

year was spent Ln San Dicgo with monthly operations in the
Southern California operation area.

The WESTPAC deployment provided an extensive test
of the BROOKE weapons system in a variety of enviromnents.
Althoush the primary mission of BROOKE is Anti-Submarine
Warfare, Anti-Alr Warfare vas BROOKE's major task in WESTPAC.
0f great significance were the severe climatic conditions
that were experienced during the crulse. BROOKE spent
nearly tuo months in the Sea of Japan in the middle of winter
Guring which time below freezing temperatures were encountered
atly. This was followed by four months in the Gulf of
Tonkin with its tropical climate. This dramatic change in
operating conditions, along with the nearly stealy pounding
auring at sea periods, was a harsh but successful test for
a1l veapons equipment.

For the statistician, there were several notable items
worthy of mention. The AN/SPS-52 Radar and the AN/SPG-51C
Radar proved to be the leaders in operational proficiency
Guring the cruise. The deployment was the first time a ship

equipped with a 52 radar had operated in WESTEAC. A 98.8%

figure of "UP TIME" was obtained for the 52 during the
cruise, and needless to say, this exceeded all expectations.
The S1C radar obtained a figure of 96¢ which is indeed

inpressive, considering that spare parts support is significantly

" NTIAL
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of meeting all demands during 1968.

C. ENGINEERING

During the past year, BROOKE completed a WESTPAC
cruise. Itwas the first real test of her ability to stay
at sea for many days at a time. Much of the time was a
high speed planeguarding for YORKTOWN. As would be expected

from a "first of a class® ship, there were some problems,
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and the engineers spent some long hours correcting them.
However, in spite of excessive maintenance requirements,
the main propulsion plant proved itself all in all to be
effective.

Throughout the deployment one principal material
aeficiency plagued the fireroom, in the form of defective
superheater welds. The first one failed near Pearl Harhor,
before the ship reached the war zone. SFE Pearl was able to
repair the weld successfully. Making a weld would usually
be a simple repair but when it is a bimetalic one, on a 1200
Psi system, with almost no roam to work, it becomes exceedingly
aifficule. After this repair, it was hoped that this weld
failure vas an unusual casualty.

Later in the cruise another superheater veld failed.

This necessitated a visit to SRF Subic Bay for repairs. The
failure was thus proved not an unusual one, but one that
might occur at any time. Fortunately the ship was able to
complete the deployment without farther weld failure.

When BROOKE returned to San Diego, Development and Training
Center undertook to %-ray all of the superheater stub tube
welds. It was found that only the outer headers (both failures
had been in the outer header) were sufficiently accessible to
pernit X-raying. The few tubes that were found to be question-

able were repaired, thus restoring confidence in the boilers.
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