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COMMANDING OFFICER DURING 1979: CDR ALAN D. ZABROCKI, USN
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS FOR 1979
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On 1 January 1979, USS BROOKE wes preparing for a Navy Techntcal Profiency
Inspection (NTPI) and deployment to the Weatern Pacific. January and
February consisted of numerous inport and at-sea training perfods in

the Southern California operation areas. ALl shipbosrd evolutfons were
conducted on achedule for final deployment preperations. Hovever, in
uid-February, the ASROC launcher was determined by NAVSEACENPAC to have
excessive design related corrosion probleus which prevented reliable use.
This determination occurred a fev days prior to NIPI, and necessitated
vescheduling the ingpection. A refurbished ASROC launcher vas installed
while the weapons handling team continued training onboard another ship.

On 21 February, USS BROOKE, under command of Commander Alan D.
ZABROCKI, USN, departed San Diego, Californis for WESTPAC. EROOKE
steancd 1n company with four other Destroyer Squadron 31 units: USS
ELLIOT (DD 967) with Captain John M. FOINDEKTER, USN, Comander Destroyer
Squadron THIRTY-ONE embarked, USS ROBISON (DG 12), 1SS DOWNES (FF 1070)
and USS BUCHANAN (DDG 14). BROOKE and the other Destroyer Squadron 31
units arrived Pearl Harbor, 1 March 1979.

Durtng the fnport pertod at Pearl Harbor, 1-5 March, weapons personnel
successfully passed the NIPI with the grade of outstanding in technical
operations and safety. Also, BROOKE completed the first set of {nputs
for the Ships Force Oyerhaul Nanagement System (SFOMS) 1n preparation
for a regular overhaul scheduled to comence 15 November 1979. On 5
Mareh, the econd leg of the WESTPAG tramsit commenced-Pearl Harbor to
Sublc Bay, R.P. Upon departing Pearl Harbor, BROOKE and accompaning
untte vere Jotned by USS RANGIR (CV 61), coming under operational control
of Comander Carrier Group THRZE cabarked in USS RANGER (CV 61). On

22 March, Comander Carrier Group THREE reported to Comander, 5.
Seventh Fleet, for duty.

The 16 day transit snd exercise period from Pearl farbor to Sublc
Bay tacluded Inteneive shipbosed and Sormation training snd mmerous
Unbervay replenistmento, BROOKE artived ot Subic Bay at o high state of
aperationsl readinass, Vich the excepion of & tvo gay at-sea period ot
the naval gunfire support range Tabonss, BROOKE resindsd aport. Suble
Bay from 23 Nareh to 15 April: Trom 1624 April, BROOKE participated in
NIBSTLER 3-75 and ASWEX U8 with various units of DESRON THENTIONE.
During thase sxerciucs, BROOKE fized two misailes and succassfully
Coukrazed other exetcive air end pbmrTece Threats:

Upon completion of the exercise, BROOKE returned to Sublc Bay,
remaining until 15 May. During this inport period, the {nitial regular
overhaul vork package vas compiled. BROOKE then departed Subic Bay with
USS RAMSEY (FFG 2) and USS BUCHANAN (DDG 14) enroute Hong Kong, remaining
until 18 May. BROOKE then returned to Subic Bay on 26 May and remsined
until § June. During this inport pertod repairs were completed fo the
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5"/38 gun mount and engtneering plant. Fron 7 - 18 June, BROOKE participated
in MULTIPLEX 6-79, operating within a multi-threst alr, surface, and
subsurface environment. After the exercise, BROOKE returned to Subic

Bay and remained there watil 11 July, perforning local operations and
plane guard duties. From 12 - 24 July, BROOKE participated in MULITPLEX
7-79 and antisurface warfare exercise ASUFEX 2-79. Upon completion of

the axercises, BROOKE and USS ROBISON (VDG 12) steamed to Sasebo, Japan,
remaining inport 25 - 29 July. On 30 July, BROOKE sailed for Subic Bay
and remained inport until 15 Avgust. BROOKE then departed Sublc Bay for
Yokosuka, Japan, erriving 20 August. On 25 August BROOKE left Yokosuka
enroute San Diego in company with USS ROBISON (DDG 12), USS LYNDE MCCONTOK
(DDG 8), USS RAMSEY (FFG 2) and USS ENGLAND (GG 22), forming Task Group
75.5. On 28 August, Task Growp 79.5 outchopped SEVENTH Fleet. Upon
arrival Pear] Harbor dependents of BROOKE cremembers joined the ship

for a Tiger Cruise back to Sen Diego.

0On 9 September, BROOKE arrived San Diego, completing a seven month
deployment. October and early November were spent on preparations for
an extensive regular overhaul scheduled to commence mid-November. On 13
November, BROOKE arrived Seal Beach, Ch for ammunition off-load. On 14
Noyeaber, BROOKE commenced a scheduled 10 month overhaul at Long Beach
Naval Shipyard. On 4 December, BROOKE entered drydock and remained in
drydock aa 1979 closed.

1979 was a productive yesr for USS BROOKE. The ship combined a

successful seven month deployment with all preparations for snd commencement
of & major regular overhaul. PRIMA ET OPTIMA.
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